
 

 
 

June 5, 2020 
 
“But God has so constructed the body… that there may be no division in the body, but that the parts may 
have the same concern for one another. If [one] part suffers, all the parts suffer with it…” one Corinthians 
12: 24-26 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Each week, during this time of distance learning, we have done our best to reach out to our families and 
keep you informed about the great things happening in our schools and to thank you for your support. I 
would be remiss if I did not take this opportunity to speak briefly regarding the protests in our nation, 
concerning the death of George Floyd and the racial inequalities that persist in our country.  
 
One of the blessings we have as Catholic schools is the opportunity to have religion classes each day, in 
which our students study Scripture and Catholic social teaching. Our students keep at the forefront, that 
every person is made in the image and likeness of God and therefore, has dignity. Each person has rights 
and responsibilities, and is called to participate in the community and be included. Racism, or any other  
“-ism,” has no place in a just society and when one group, or even one person, suffers injustice, we all 
suffer. Through religious formation and academic instruction in our Catholic schools, we are working to 
help our students understand what it means to be a servant leader and work for the common good by 
transforming their own lives and thereby, transforming the world. With that mission in mind, today, I 
would like to inform you of some summer learning resources we will be providing to continue a diverse 
and inclusive learning journey over the summer months.  
 
Our partnership with schools and families has led to the creation of Summer Learning Resources by 
teachers and the Catholic Schools Office (CSO). These resources are designed to promote continual 
learning throughout the summer. Learning that is faith-based in all aspects of the curriculum and developed 
for our schools and parishes. These resources are not mandatory, but strongly recommended as an 
opportunity for continual growth. Please use these resources for academic enhancement and enrichment. 
Your child’s school may require specific summer work assignments and we suggest that you contact the 
school for this information.  
 
Resources are available per grade level for pre-K through grade 5. Middle school grades will have content-
specific resources. Subjects covered for summer learning include religion, math, language arts, social 
studies, and science. In addition, links to assistive technology resources will be available.  
 
Please visit our Summer Learning page at https://adwcatholicschools.org/elementary-k-8/ for a wide variety 
of enrichment resources, differentiated activities, and summer reading lists. Through ongoing engagement, 
we continue to develop lifelong learners in faith-based academics. 
 
Thank you for your commitment to Catholic education and support for our schools. Although I will leave 
the Archdiocese of Washington at the end of this month, I will continue to pray that you and your family 
have a safe, healthy summer.  May God bless you. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 

 
William H. Ryan, III 
Secretary for Catholic Schools 

https://adwcatholicschools.org/elementary-k-8/

